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DEWEY CRUMPLER 

 
BORN: 
1949 San Francisco, CA. Lives and works in San Francisco, CA 
 
EDUCATION: 
1989 Master of Fine Arts, Mills College, Oakland, CA 
1974      Master of Arts, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, CA 
1972    Bachelor of Fine Arts, San Francisco Art Institute, San Francisco, CA 
1970      Studied Mural Painting, Pablo O’Higgins & David Siquieros, Mexico City 
 
SELECT SOLO EXHIBITIONS: 
2020 Dewey Crumpler: Crossings, Richmond Art Center, Oakland, CA  
2018      Dewey Crumpler: Collapse, Hedreen Gallery, Seattle University, Seattle, WA 
2000      Paintings & Works on Paper, Dominican College, San Rafael, CA   
1999     Untitled, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA  
1997 Recent Paintings, Porter Randall Gallery, La Jolla, CA 
1993 Recent Works, Sacramento State University, Else Gallery, Sacramento, CA 
1991 Nommo: Spirit of the Word, Bomani Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
              Paintings, Plaza Gallery, Bank of America, San Francisco, CA 
1989 Paintings & Works on Paper, Somar Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
1982 Visual Music, Grand Oak Gallery, Oakland, CA 
 
SELECT GROUP EXHIBITIONS: 
2022 Fog Design & Art, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2021 Art Basel Miami Beach, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 
2020 Invincible Summer, Minnesota Street Projects, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
 FOG Design+Art, Fort Mason Center, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2019 Untitled, Miami Beach, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 
 EXPO Chicago, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Chicago, IL 
 Untitled, San Francisco, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2017     Soul of a Nation (Digital Mural Image), Tate Modern, London, England 
2012 Choose Paint! Choose Abstraction, Museum of the African Diaspora, San Francisco, CA 
2010 Rehistoricizing Abstract Expressionism, Luggage Store Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2009 of Tulips & Shadows, California African American Museum, Los Angeles, CA 
2004 Shakespeare as Muse, Schneider Museum of Art, Southern Oregon University, Ashland, OR  
2003 Pacific States Biennial National Print Exhibition, University of Hawaii, Hilo, HI 
2001 Winter Works, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA 
2000 Nature Books, Gallery Route One, Pt.Reyes, CA 
1999 Vision 2000, Vorpal Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
 Freedom or Slavery, The Paul Robenson Portfolio, Alliance Press, Berkeley, CA  
1998 California Landscape: An Urban/Rural Dialog, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA 
 Bay Area Artists, Triton Museum of Art, Santa Clara, CA 
1997 American Color, Louie Stern Gallery, Los Angeles, CA 
1994 Visual Encounters, Galerie Reshe, Paris, France 
 I Remember, Sarah Campbell Gallery, University of Houston, TX  
 Works on Paper, University of Hawaii Hilo, Hilo, HI 







 

 

 

 
A Shipping Container Painting and a Pandemic 
 
By Sam Lefebvre 
May 1, 2020 
 

 
Berkeley artist Dewey Crumpler (L); 'Deep Memory,' 2019, Acrylic paint collage, graphite and 
pastel, 30 x 22 inches. (Courtesy of the Artist and Jenkins Johnson Gallery, New York and 
San Francisco) 

 
 
To Berkeley artist Dewey Crumpler, shipping containers are symbols of authority, monuments to economic and 
geopolitical power wrought from steel and stacked like ramparts. They’re metaphors for turnover and migration, closely 
associated with multicultural port cities. They sometimes seem to represent spiritual transit and the painful reverberations 
of history. In Deep Memory, graphite rubbings of rectangular shapes suggest a cell-like container beneath diffuse pink and 
yellow pastel. The top half of the canvas has a cruelly menacing, saturated lash of black. With our movement restricted 
and the air a threat, its symbolism is growing more rich and pliant. 
 
Crumpler probably didn’t anticipate a deadly new coronavirus when he created Deep Memory last year, but the specter 
of the COVID-19 pandemic is certainly coloring artwork about globalization. The contagion has also derailed Crumpler’s 
professional life in 2020, postponing an exhibition at Cushion Works gallery and a 15-year survey at Richmond Art 
Center. The San Francisco Art Institute, where Crumpler has long worked as a painting professor, is coming undone. 
Yet I encountered Deep Memory through Crumpler’s support for another institution, in a context that calls on the past 
and present of global commerce. It is one of dozens of artworks donated to an online auction benefiting the Museum 
of the African Diaspora in San Francisco. 
 



 
 

 

 
Viewing Rooms: 10 Frieze London Exhibitors Presenting Solo Shows 
by Black Artists 
 
Victoria L. Valentine 
October 15, 2020 
 

 
DEWEY CRUMPLER, “Time Codes,” 1998 (acrylic on canvas, 78 x 96 inches / 198.12 cm x 243.84 cm). | © Dewey Crumpler, Courtesy 
the artist and Jenkins Johnson Gallery 
  
DEWEY CRUMPLER | Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco/Brooklyn, N.Y. 
 
Frieze Viewing Room / Jenkins Johnson Gallery Website 
In the Possessions section curated by Zoé Whitley, Dewey Crumpler, who is based in the San Francisco Bay Area, 
presented a survey of 1998 paintings exploring “the energetic power of the tulip, its interior and spiritual space,” 
which the artist has likened to African bodies in motion. ($40,000-$45,000) 
 
Jenkins Johnson Gallery is also presenting works in the main section of Frieze by a selection of artists—Kwame 
Brathwaite, Lisa Corinne Davis, Jae and Wadsworth Jarrell, Rashaad Newsome, Blessing Ngobeni, Enrico Riley, 
Ming Smith and Aubrey Williams. 


