
 

 

BLESSING NGOBENI 

BORN 
 
1985 Tzaneen, South Africa. Lives and works in Johannesburg, South Africa. 
 
 
EDUCATION 
 
 Artist Proof Studio in Newtown, Johannesburg, South Africa 
  
 
SOLO EXHIBITIONS 
 
2024 Frieze Los Angeles, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Los Angeles, CA  
2023 Ntsumi Ya Vutomi, Standard Bank Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2022 Blessing Ngobeni: Fragility of Time, Everard Read/Circa, Cape Town, South Africa 
2021 Blessing Ngobeni: Skeletons at Work, Everard Read/Circa, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2020 Blessing Ngobeni: Chaotic Pleasure, Standard Bank Gallery, Johannesburg, South 

Africa 
2018 Blessing Ngobeni: A Note from Error, Everard Read London, UK 

Enemy of Foe, CIRCA Gallery, Cape Town, South Africa 
2017 Masked Reality, CIRCA Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2016 The Song of the Chicotte, CIRCA Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 

In Unknown Space, Cleveland Foundation Creative Fusion, Cleveland, OH 
2015 As If You Care, Gallery MOMO, Cape Town, South Africa 
2014 In His State of Madness, Gallery MOMO, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2013 Joburg Art Fair, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2012 On This Earth, Gallery MOMO, Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
 
GROUP EXHIBITIONS 
 
2025 In Their Hands, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
2023 Art Basel Miami Beach, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 

Cyclical Bloom, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Winter 2023, Everard Read, Johannesburg, South Africa 
Winter 2023, Everard Read, Cape Town, South Africa 

2022 Transcontinental Dialogues, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Carnivals of Clouds, Janet Rady Fine Art, Online Viewing Room 

2021 Frieze New York, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, New York, NY 
Oasis: 25th Anniversary Group Exhibition, Everard Read/Circa, Cape Town, South Africa 
The Absolutely Fabulous Spring Show, Everard Read/Circa. Johannesburg, South Africa 
In Conversation, Everard Read/Circa, Cape Town, South Africa 

2020 Summer, Everard Read/Circa, Cape Town, Cape Town, South Africa 
Art Basel, Miami Beach: OVR, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Online Viewing Room 
Frieze London, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Online Viewing Room 
Art Basel, OVR:20c, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Online Viewing Room 
The Armory Show, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, New York, NY 

2019 Cape Town Art Fair, Cape Town, South Africa 



 

 

The Invisible Exhibition II, The Centre for the Less Good Idea, Johannesburg, South 
Africa 

2018 UNTITLED, Miami, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 
EXPO Chicago, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Chicago, IL 
Summertime… Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
AIPAD, Pier 94, New York 
Winter, Everard Read, Johannesburg, South Africa  
In the Forests of the Night, Everard Read, Johannesburg, South Africa 

2017 EXPO Chicago, Chicago, IL 
Humanity Today, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Summer Exhibition, Everard Read London, UK  

2016 Viewpoints, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco, CA 
Art Miami, Jenkins Johnson Gallery, Miami, FL 

2015 Untitled Group Exhibition, Gallery MOMO, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2013 Works On Paper Group Show, Gallery MOMO, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2012 Made In Africa, Sandton Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Emergency Exit, Bag Factory, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2011 SANNA Africa Festival, Zoo Lake, Johannesburg, South Africa 

Wasted, Unity Art Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2010 Collaboration, Unity Art Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2009 Untitled, Unity Art Gallery, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2007 Untitled, Museum Africa, Johannesburg, South Africa 
2006 Taxi Outreach Project, David Krut, Michaelis Central Library, Diepkloof Library, 

Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
RESIDENCIES 
 
2016 Founded the Blessing Ngobeni Art Prize 

Cleveland Creative Fusion, Cleveland, OH 
2014 Headlands Centre For Art, San Francisco, CA 
2012 Reinhold Cassier Award, Bag Factory, Johannesburg, South Africa 
 
 
GRANTS/FELLOWS/AWARDS 
 
2024 The Norval Sovereign African Art Prize 
2019 Standard Bank Young Artist Award (2020) 
2013 Mail & Guardian as one of the 200 Top South Africans 
 Art & Culture Trust, Johannesburg, South Africas, ACT Lifetime Achievement Awards 

and ImpACT Awards for Young Professionals: Blessing Ngobeni for Visual Arts 
2012 Reinhold Cassirer Art Award 
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