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Viewpoints

An Abstract Conceptual Show
November 2, 2016 - January 14, 2017

Opening Reception
Wednesday, November 2, 5:30 - 8:00 pm

6:30 pm: Conversation with artists and Caitlin
Haskell, Associate Curator of Painting and

Aubrey Williams, Shostakovich |5th Symphony, Opus 141, 1981, oil on canvas, 64 x 104"
© Estate of Aubrey Williams SCUIpture' SFMoMA

Jenkins Johnson Gallery, San Francisco is pleased to announce Viewpoints, a group exhibition of abstract artworks
featuring a unique group of established masters and emerging artists, including Romare Bearden, McArthur Binion,
Tony Lewis, Lavar Munroe, Blessing Ngobeni, Johnathan Payne, Cullen Washington, Aubrey Williams, and Nate
Young. Viewpoints will be on view from November 2, 2016 - January 14, 2017, with a special opening reception on
Wednesday, November 2 from 5:30 to 8:00 pm. At the opening, Caitlin Haskell, Associate Curator of Painting and
Sculpture at SFMoMA, will moderate and participate in a panel discussion with a selection of participating artists.

“With grids, abstract figures, text, and found objects, the artists of Viewpoints expand the parameters of expressive
practice. Titles provide hints about the topics and subjects which interest, if not preoccupy these makers. Yet above
all, the creative imperative is to communicate ideas that can be taken in when looking at and experiencing painting,
drawing, collages, sculpture, assemblage, and installation art. These projects demonstrate artistic commitment to
materials, which are acted upon: strategic cuts, emotive drips, built up surfaces, and provocative juxtapositions are the
outcomes of measurable activities and signs of ‘doing.” As the work of historical artists in Viewpoints evidences, the
engagement with concepts and aesthetic problems is not a recently
developed trajectory. What is new is broader awareness and curiosity
about it.”

- Jacqueline Francis, Ph.D., the inaugural Robert A. Corrigan Visiting
Professor in Social Justice in the College of Ethnic Studies at San Francisco
State University for 2016-17, holding an appointment at the California
College of the Arts as Associate Professor in the Graduate Program in
Visual and Critical Studies

Romare Bearden (b. 1911, North Carolina — d. 1988, New York City), an
author, visual artist, songwriter, and jazz aficionado, is recognized as one
the most important artists of the 20th century, spurring centennial
celebrations at dozens of national museum including the Studio Museum
in Harlem. A member of the Harlem Artist Guild, Romare Bearden played
a key role in the evolution of black arts and culture throughout the 20th
century. Bearden is renowned for his photomontage and collage works,
which established his reputation as a leading artist of the 20" century.
Before he turned to this style, his early works were more abstract, absent
of some of the racial signifiers that can be seen in later works. Viewpoints 17 =70 2 2oee - o by VAGA, New
will feature two early abstract works, which provide a more thorough York, NY
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understanding of Bearden's process and aesthetic, both visually consistent with later works but also divergent from
their purposeful narrative.

Bearden's work is included in many significant public collections, including the Metropolitan Museum of Art, the
Whitney Museum of American Art, the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, and The
Studio Museum in Harlem, among others. He has had retrospectives at the Mint Museum of Art (1980), the Detroit
Institute of the Arts (1986), as well as numerous posthumous retrospectives, including The Studio Museum in Harlem
(1991) and the National Gallery of Art, Washington, DC (2003), which traveled to the San Francisco Museum of
Modemn Art, the Dallas Museum of Art, the Whitney Museum of American Art, and the High Museum of Art in
Atlanta. Throughout his lifetime, Bearden received numerous awards; in 1987, President Ronald Reagan presented
him with the National Medal of Arts award.

McArthur Binion (b.1946, Mississippi) creates abstract paintings presenting
an artfully complex grid of undulating texture and color. Binion has been
exploring the DNA series, both black and white for the last several
years. The exhibition includes examples from this series and also DNA
seasons, the artists newest development of the theme. Binion's
meticulous handmade mark on a bed of personal documents, including
copies of his 1946 Mississippi birth certificate and pages from his address
books, forge an artistic path between abstraction and personal
narrative.  While his works embrace the technical aspects of minimalism,
the autobiographical nature of his work separates him from the formal
i movement. As Binion stated, “The part | took from minimalism is that you
SEEE  want to do your own stuff in your own image.”

Binion's work is currently presented in the inaugural exhibition Visual Art
and the American Experience at the newly opened National Museum of
gt : : African American History and Culture in Washington, DC. His pieces have
M}T"Z’LB“‘”“)I":t’U‘k’m‘“”l““r’m coneron s been featured in solo exhibitions at the Contemporary Arts Museum
Courtesy MeArthur Brion and Calerie Leions New vork. Houston and the University of Maryland University College Gallery, as well
as group exhibitions at the Studio Museum in New York, the Detroit
Institute of Art, and the Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art. Binion's paintings are in major public collections
including: Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York; Smithsonian National Museum of African American History and
Culture, Washington, D.C,; Detroit Institute of Art, Michigan; Whitney Museum of American Art, New York; Phillips
Collection, Washington, D.C,; and The Studio Museum in Harlem. In 2016, Binion's work was chosen as part of the
American Academy of Arts and Letters’ Art Purchase Program.

The graphite drawings of Tony Lewis (b. 1986, Los Angeles) interpret and question the underlying connections
between word and image, artist and his identity. Viewpoints features collages constructed from the newspaper comic
Calvin and Hobbes by Bill Watterson. lllustrated and restructured, Lewis’ collages are heavily saturated with graphite,
transformed into minimalistic shadows and speech bubbles that still stay true to Watterson’'s comic book design, but
taking on a new context. Lewis seeks to focus on politically-charged
words, stripping them from their overall textual context but still retaining
their comic book aesthetic.

Lewis” work was featured in the 2014 Whitney Biennial. His recent solo
exhibitions include Alms, Comity and Plunder at Marino Marini Museum in
Florence, ltaly and Tony Lewis: free movement power nomenclature
pressure weight at Museum of Contemporary Art in Cleveland, OH.
Lewis has been featured in group exhibitions at museums including: The

Tony Lewis, 2016, pencil,
oraphite powder, and correction fluid on paper, 20 x 20.38"
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Studio Museum in Harlem, New York and Aspen Art Museum in Aspen, Colorado. Lewis lives and works in Chicago,
llinois.

Lavar Munroe (b. 1982, Nassau, Bahamas), a participant in the 56th Venice
Biennale, presents a series of visual expressions of painted wall works,
including multiple pieces of found or discarded materials tom, cut, glued,
stapled and stitched into a larger whole. Inspired by his past, Munroe's loud,
energetic, and unapologetic visual language confronts contemporary society
and the strained and difficult relationships between authority and society at
large. In his new series of paintings, Munroe presents his subjects as devils
and angels, pointing to those deemed to be devils in current affairs.

This spring Munroe exhibited at the Dak'art biennal in Senegal and at his
alma mater, Savannah College of Art and Design. His upcoming exhibitions
include Ontology of Influence: Ron Leax and Alumni Exhibition at Des Lee
Gallery in St. Louis and Van Every/Smith Galleries at Davidson College in
Davidson, North Carolina. He has been awarded numerous grants,
fellowships, and residencies, including: the Joan Mitchell Foundation Artist in
Residence; a National Endowment for the Arts grant; MacDowell Colony
Artist in Residence; the Joan Mitchell Foundation Painters and Sculptors Grant; and a Fountainhead Residency. He has
been featured in such publications as The Washington Post, Art in America Forbes, Artnet, Houston
Chronicle, Glasstire Magazine, Artcollector, Caribbean Beat, and The Nassau Guardian.

Blessing Ngobeni (b. 1985, Tzaneen, South Africa) creates abstracted works with a
range of found objects, waste materials, and paint on canvas. His mixed media works
relate to themes of self-enrichment and the abuse of power, best understood in the
context of his past. At the age of ten he moved to Johannesburg where he became
involved in crime and was later arrested for armed robbery. During his six years in
prison he began painting. Ngobeni's works shed light on the often under represented
members of a city’'s most impoverished inhabitants while also addressing the inherent
duality of the relationships that city dwellers have with their environment. people
living in the city identify with music, entertainment, and fast lifestyles, but are masking
the extreme challenges, like the pressures of crime, poverty, and employment, which
compound and generate both the positive and negative intensity explored in
Ngobeni's work.

Ngobeni studied at Newtown's Artist Proof Studio. He is the winner of the Reinhold
Cassirer Ward 2012, which is supported by Nadine Gordimer and includes a
residency at the Bag Factory, one of Johannesburg's notable art venues. Ngobeni has
exhibited in several group exhibitions, including Diepkloof Library, Johannesburg
Central Library, and Museum Africa. He was also a first prize and gold award winner
at the Gala Ex-Offenders Awards and has exhibited in several shows throughout
South Africa and the United States.

Emerging artist Johnathan Payne (b. 1990, Houston) is currently an MFA candidate in Yale University's Painting and
Printmaking program. His creative practice encompasses drawing, painting, collage, performance, and installation.
Viewpoints features work from Payne's current series, Constructions, which features large-scale, tapestry-like collages
fabricated from shredded comic book pages. The works evoke the vulnerability, complexity, and tactility intrinsic to
particular embodied identities, like race, gender, and sexuality. These evocations are manifested through color,



